
MAY 11, 1961    Fr. James O'Neill, CM 

 
Fr James O’Neill died at St Vincent’s Hospital, Bathurst, May 11, 1961, at the age of 46.   
He had suffered a number of heart attacks over the previous weeks, and some short time 
before his death had apparently made rather good recovery.   However, a series of very 
serious attacks proved too much for him in his weakened condition and he did not survive 
them.   Fr O’Neill was a priest with a wide range of experience and of great ability.   He 
had become President of St Stanislaus’ College at the beginning of 1960, and was 
intensely interested in its welfare and progress.   His time as President was regrettably too 
short.  Fr O’Neill in his humility thought otherwise, saying quite shortly before he died 
that the work would go on the better without him, though he also added that he was going 
to fight to the end against his illness, and that he wanted it to be remembered that he did 
go out fighting.   Those who were honoured by his friendship, and they were many, know 
how true that all was. 
Born November 1, 1914, he was a student at St Stanislaus 1928-34, and the “Echoes” of 
those years show him as very successful in all student activities.   He was dux of the 
school when he passed his Leaving in 1934, and a class leader throughout his time there.     
Fr James entered St Joseph’s Seminary at Eastwood in 1935, and, on completion of his 
ecclesiastical studies there, was ordained in the chapel at Eastwood by Bishop Norton, 
September 7, 1941.   He was appointed to the staff of St Stanislaus in 1942, and remained 
there for seven years, being Dean for the last five.   At the beginning of 1949 he was 
appointed to the staff of Holy Cross College, Mosgiel, New Zealand, and taught 
theology.   He became Superior there in 1954.   He was transferred to St Joseph’s, 
Eastwood, in 1958 to teach theology, being in addition Director of students till his 
appointment to Bathurst in 1960.   
His funeral liturgy took place at Bathurst, Solemn Pontifical Requiem Mass being 
celebrated in the Cathedral, the Bishop of Bathurst, Bishop Norton, being the celebrant, 
who also pronounced the final absolution and recited the graveside prayers.   Over 60 
priests of Bathurst Diocese sang the music of the Mass.  Though the College was on 
holidays, about 100 students returned for the funeral.   About 50 past students also 
attended, many coming from great distances. 
Fr James O’Neill was the first Vincentian, and indeed the first priest member of staff to 
die at Bathurst. 

(Adapted from article in “Echoes” from St Stanislaus) 
 


