MARCH 31, 1994  Fr. George Rochester, CM

Fr George Rochesterpassed to his eternal reward on Holy Thursday,chlaBf! after
experiencing the pains of a brain tumour. Fr Rstér, a cultured gentleman, was a person who
really enjoyed the purity of the English languagd aver which he had a great command. This
gifted priest came to St Stanislaus’ College froan#os as a result of winning a State Bursary.
He was at the College from 1927-1931. Whilstéhee shone, not only in the academic field,
but also in sport. He was extremely talentedraket and football. In spite of his small
stature, he was also an extremely talented boxer.
Upon leaving school, Fr Rochester proceeded taS§aney University where he took out his
Bachelor of Arts degree. After teaching for a fgsars in State High Schools around Sydney,
Fr Rochester answered the call to the priesthoddeatered St Joseph’s Seminary at Eastwood.
He was ordained in St Mary’s Cathedral by Card@iédoy on November 1, 1947.
From 1948 to 1953, Fr Rochester taught at St Stars'srevelling in imparting to the students a
love of English and Latin. One of his outstandstgdents at this time was Bill Peach, former
ABC TV personality. Sport also occupied Fr Rotees interest and in 1949, in a match
against High School in the local Bathurst DistRaist Grade competition, he scored 220 runs in
196 minutes. This innings, the highest by a memba Stannies First Grade team, included 23
fours and 2 sixes.
At the end of 1953, Fr Rochester was transferreSttBrancis Xavier's Seminary in Adelaide.
From there he went to St Vincent’'s College in Bgodi He returned to St Stanislaus’ as Vice-
President in 1960-62. Sabbatical followed at @atholic University of America, studying
philosophy. The rest of Fr Rochester’s active Wifas spent teaching at St Charles’ Seminary,
Guildford, WA, and St Francis Xavier's Seminary,gevor, SA.
Quiet, unassuming and a man of simple tastes, Ené&ter spent his retirement at St Vincent'’s,
Ashfield, until sickness demanded that he be teansfi to Bethany Hostel at Marsfield,
finishing his life under the devoted care of theuBlaters of Charity. His Mass of Christian
Burial took place at St Vincent's, Ashfield, on Bday April 8", 1994. Fr Mannix, CM, the
Provincial, was principal celebrant. Fr Alan Coms) CM, and Bill Peach shared the eulogy.
(From “Echoes from St Stanislaus’™)



