
Reflection on the Vincentian Saints.

This reflection basically based on the aspects of our Vincentian Saints what actually mean to me. It will also provoke some of the qualities or characteristics that I personally think these people have and therefore the Church has canonized and beatified them to become Saints and to be who they are.
My understanding about the Saints is that they are people whose body possesses divinely potent attributes and primarily revere holiness.  A person who has been recognized by the Church and become a model because of his/her holiness in the life and the way he/she live. A person who did a great work in his/her service proclaiming the kingdom of God and helping the most unfortunates especially the poor. It is also a canonized and beatified person who serves the church because of his/ her faith in Christ where he/she is recognized to the fact of his/ her conversion and also the martyrdom. 
Perhaps, I reflect generally to the lives of our Vincentian Saints, it is tremendously life giving and unifying stage to salvation. The uniqueness of our Society has enriched with the Spirit that inspired our loving Saints show us the way of life in the fullness of Christ utilized their giftedness in proclaiming and evangelizing the poor. Why do they become our model or example? Is it because they lived the Christian values and practice the virtues to become known or Heroes? Maybe or maybe not, I personally disagreed if these people have accepted themselves to put their lives into danger to become world heroic but the heroes of God. Only the suicides can to that to be known and because of their rewards and beliefs. It might be obvious in some instances if we thought they are only ones to be admired, of course we do because they are heroes of our society; example St. John Gabriel and others but there are many others also can influence us.

Why do I (we) regard them as my (our) model or examples? I don’t think that they are our model or examples to lead us to canonization but the fact is model in a sense that they lead us to holiness. We won’t deny this grace. We need holiness. Therefore in fulfilling our baptismal promise each individual should practice the Christian virtues utilizing it in a holistic way. I think it is the life that most of our Saints undergone. Saint Vincent’s conversion categorizes the truth of the Gospel which he has affected love for the poor. We can say there is something in his heart that drives him goes beyond this life in which he dedicated his life to the poor. He has a realistic ideology in reunion the people with different motives especially with all regardless issues of politics and individualistic idealism that they digest themselves to grasp and to live holy lives in recognizing the poor. It wards living accepting God will. His first biographer Abelly defined his two essential virtues: the imitation of the Lord and conformity to God’s will, (Andre Dodin, C.M. P.49). In this sense of imitating Our Lord we can find the truth and experience a life giving grace that will nourish and sustain our Christian lives. 
However, they are our models and persons that we should admire by the way they revealed the message of God in a great and a profound mission appreciating their call. And for most, touching the heart of the needy with compassionate hands of God with affections and love. With regard to their compassion and love they dramatically handle the situations in an appropriate manner and with moral characters. We can say it is a heartfelt situation that sometime they faced circumstances which provoked the real challenge of life. I think it is the work of the faith and Holy Spirit that directs them to do this mission. “Yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ” (Gal 2:16).
What do they need? Is it the qualification, rank, and living holistic lives that testify them to be canonized and beatified? Or rather the qualities that acknowledges the tremendous avenues which energized their life practicing the Christian virtues in evangelizing the poor and proclaiming the Kingdom of God? The important things to me are their characteristics. I think they know themselves better and know what they are doing. Their life of holiness is not for accomplishment but rather a fulfillment of the Gospel. 
Precisely they actualized the significant state of life that full of hope in the next life. The qualities and the efforts they put out to the Church categories the essence of Christian virtues that can be put into practice to a heroic degree. The real heroes walked through bad weathers where sometimes it inflames their hearts with pain but they had a heart of journeying with the Lord and the needy. I think the path they walked emerges today and the territories become a place for believers that followed the same path. We can say they reformed those places by uniting people with compassion and administer them with love that relief their pains.
Why do we pray to the Saints? Do our prayers is always answer? It is obvious question many people ask especially non-Christians and even some Christian.  A boy asks his father to buy a bicycle for his Christmas gift but his father says no. His father told him to pray to God for his gift and it comes close to a Christmas Eve as the boy looks forward for the gift. The Christmas fall and the father ask him; did God give you what you ask for? The boy answer, God say no. The story is clear and it help us to think why do my prayer is not answer. I think God knows what is needed and what is not needed. Often in our pray sometimes we ask for so many things and for something that is not important or worth any value in our lives. It is a problem with so many people that sometimes they do not know what to ask and what not to ask for. The same process applies when we pray to the saints and is important to remember or understand the difference between praying to God and to the saints. As I know saints are not exactly same as God where we pray directly to and He will grant us what we need. We prey to the saints for their intercessions on our behave offering our prayers to God. At the same time they too pray for us. It is important to understand that we are praying to them and try to follow their examples because the life they lived and faith they have in Christ doing his work. Again we are not following them but followed the way of Christ in them and Christ is the person that we followed because he presents in them and directs them to come that far. We should not take their examples or model literary but should look beyond their human comprehend. Saint Paul says we are another Christ here on earth. Christ is present in you and me and as it says in the Book of Genesis that we are the images of God.   
The significant aspect of our saints is their conversion to which they placed profound and sufficient efforts of their lives. Today we are very blessed with what our saints has put in flame that in continuation with this routine they can support us in prayer so that we may strengthen and courageous to move forward practicing our Christian beliefs. 
As pondering upon these events and thought of why these saints put their lives taking the risk to face the challenges. It is very much appreciated in a sense that they lead us to the life of holiness and shows a way that we should walk. But again putting me into the situation it helps me to reflect more deeply on those issues that I think it will helpful to me grow in fidelity following Christ. It helps me pondered on them especially at St. Vincent the founder of the Society. Perhaps looking at his image or his picture there are two things that strike me, his “face” and his “eyes.” Usually when stirring at his face it tells me of few important aspects that valuable for Christian lives, a face of love, humility, simplicity, joy and peace. He uses his eyes in mobilizing the actual situations that he sees the poor with compassion and I can say his eyes are the window to the soul. He helps the poor in different dimension and teaching them in a way that leads to salvation. In this manner we can say those qualities help him to be recognized by the Church and with all the effort he does to reawake the blind hearted. 
However, looking at their mission I really appreciate it but rather challenge me of my future. Do I will be like them committing myself to this work and be capable to face any circumstance that may approach.  I will not be like them either but as a discerning person there are possibilities in which can lead me to this life, considering there lives of mission in evangelizing the poor. Saint Vincent always refers to “the Spirit of the Lord is upon me…” (LK4:18-19). He always has hope and faith in the Lord. Therefore in seeking their intercession we can find hope and persevere in our lives. They have cleared the way and shown an example of been Shepherds. 
 My dear brothers and sisters let the darkness of our eyes and hearts be over whelm with the Spirit leading and helping us as someone that have full potential and capable of showing the reality of truth acknowledging our Christian faith and Vincentians charism. Let us not felt to seeking our loving Saints to pray for us and to grant our petitions to our Almighty God. Again we must understand why we pray to them because it is not the case that they will lead us to canonization or beatification but to lead us to holiness. Lastly John Paul II says “do not be afraid” it is good to bear in mind that someone is always there right beside you and me leading us.
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