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God is Divine and is extremely sensitive in everything we carry out each day. Likewise to St Vincent, throughout his days as a servant of the unfortunate he sensed the needs of those who were not been cared for  by wealthy peoples and those who called themselves Christians, they do go to church at all times but did not carry out what God desires of them  to do. Vincent is more than all we could imagine.

When reflecting on this word, SENSITIVITY[image: image3.jpg]


.I was really touched when seeing this weed growing along the road side, it is called sensitive grass. It has thorns and very dangerous when cross over it. The thorns cover the whole stem and branches; it has a very beautiful flower. This is the picture of the sensitive grass before it has been touched. It is healthy and beautiful as you can see.
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This is how it looks like when parts of its body been sensitively touched or blown by strong wind. If you touch one of the leaves unexpected things is going to occur and that is the whole branch will sense it, even the full plants, just one touch. The whole leaves and flowers will fall dead to the world or hanging down or tie up together. It will take hours to untie again or to come back to the fullness of life.

St Vincent lived the life of sensitivity during his time. He was a model to many and a father and guidance to the poor and homeless, infants and orphans. I was really touched by what he did even though I read more stories about him (Vincent). For me it’s just like I was existed during his time. I felt and sensed what he felt and sensed when walking around feeding and nurturing people. Because he knew that God is a very sensitive God. God is certainly sensed what Vincent is sensing and what the poor, infant, orphans, the unloved, the dyeing, and  the hunger sensed when Vincent turned to them in times when they were really in need.
In the book of genesis chapter 1:26,than God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over  all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth”, and in verse 27, “So God created humankind in His image, in the image of God he created them, male and female.”

Likewise to all the weeds that God created, there is this weed called sensitive grass that grows most popularity on the Fijian soil, called tho-gadrogadro. This weed I supposed that it is a good example of who God really is to me. If he created us in his image, He also sense what we sense and feel in our daily lives. He feels what we feel, when we are hurt spiritually He is hurt, if we are happy He is happy as well. 
You and I can imagine when someone is really hurt either spiritually or physically and approach you for help, and we let that person go away, when that person needs you at that point in time for help, but instead we did not. Imagine how God feels that great moment of that person’s life. Even though he is Divine, but keeps in mind that Jesus is both divine and human and that is something we ought to maintain in mind at all times.                                                              

Some of the Vincentians white martyrs and red martyrs had sensed and felt throughout their time what the people need for their daily lives. These are the ones that followed the path of our Lord Jesus Christ that been exercised by St Vincent. They worked in non Christian territories, in abandoned areas, overcame doubts and mistrust; they suffered persecution, and accepted martyrdom as a possibility. Some of them obedience to Divine Providence, they were people of passion, suffered isolation, and most of all they could not close their eyes to the sufferings of others, and they engaged both rich and poor. Some of them had been canonized and beatified and became blessed and saints.

To love God is to be very sensitive in what we are doing, mostly in doing charity. We should love God through people, for God’s love for you is through people likewise.
Be very sensitive because God the Almighty is very sensitive .If you want to know how St Vincent loved his mission in his everyday life? Be very good to those you meet along the way, whether young or old, rich or poor, well or sick, deaf, mute, blind or whatever life that those persons are living at present. Your love is supposed to be universal and not particular. And very sensitive to what you are doing, St Vincent knew that God Himself is the God who knows what we are doing in our daily lives. He knows the heart of every single one, he even can count your hair, and foremost God is all. 
When we look at Mary in the Gospel and in the life of St Vincent, we see that St Vincent’s life was mostly the life of someone who depends on Gods Divine Providence before he put it in action, and that’s including Mary. All that St Vincent’s did for the people he did sensed that he was it for God.
In the fourth mystery of joy, the presentation of Jesus in the temple, that’s where Mary was in sorrow when he heard from Simeon that the sword will pierce her heart. This is what had happened to St Vincent, he knew how hard to attend to the need of these people, it will be sorrow and merciful love in the heart. It was the course of tears and heartfelt, when he sees the poor people, the unfortunate people, the infants, the hunger; the dyeing had not been attended to, not been cared for and so on and so forth. He was really touched, for he had also had the heart of the merciful heart of Mary.
In the Passion of Christ, we can see clearly how Mary feels, how she senses of what is happening to her son during hours spending with Him through His passion and death. She feels and senses all of that mysteries, Why was that? It is because that It was because of  Mary we have Jesus, someone who has borne from Mary, who is flesh of her flash, bones of her bones, and fully Human , fully Divine, and fully alive. Can you imagine how St Vincent felt and sensed what these poor people been through when they are not attended? How it hurts him very much. But with payer, love, tears and actions, and mostly believed in Divine Providence he was able to say that he can do it. He never relinquish of anything till death. As he said “the spirit of the Lord rests upon me; He has sent me to preach his joyful message to the poor.”   St Vincent, a man of God, despised the good things of the world, and kept nothing but Christ in his heart.
Beneath the cross was Mary; from the cross came the words of divine love, protection, encouragement, and care. “Woman here is your son and to the beloved here is your mother”. If Mary felt and sensed what her son had been through, you can also imagine how she feels and senses of what is happening to you. St Vincent was a very well devoted person to the Blessed Virgin Mary, how he cared for the people generally. He did this when reflecting on the life of Our Lady as a mother.
St Vincent urged us that we have to say the Rosary and the Angelus, and he also recommended that we should have special devotion to the Blessed Virgin.

We have to be compassionate for the father in heaven is compassionate. God is very much in progress in feelings and sensitivity, just like that sensitive grass. For me as a Vincentian seminarian, I looked at St Vincent as a very sensitive man I ever heard in my life. When seeing this grass, I believed that God has shown me something that I should know about Him (God) and St Vincent and what kind of person he was and all he had done for God through the unfortunate people he served and took care of.

To be a true follower of Jesus and St Vincent, we have to follow his footsteps and with love and compassion, and above all to feel and sense what we are doing for others. 

Be very SENSITIVE, which means by using your senses; your hands to Touch and feel,
 Your tongue To Taste,
 Your nose To Smell,

 Your eyes To See, and

Your ears To Hear.

Than taking St Vincent as your patron saint for charity is a must, because these were some of the things that he truly did for the poor. During St Vincent’s time, he could not close his eyes to the suffering of others, and he was engaging to both the rich and the poor.
