CELEBRATING   THE    LITURGY
(When we gather to celebrate the Eucharist,  we need to remember the other members of our Parish Family who are not  present.)
THE GREETING.
Leader: Still celebrating Easter as we are, we are confronted by some of the things resurrection means: discipleship, faith, the peace of heart that God can give, the importance of forgiveness if God is to dwell in us. Let us now reflect for a few moments on the ways we may have failed to be good disciples.  (Pause) Now we can ask God’s pardon:

All:  I confess to God, and to you, my friends,  that I have failed to love God, and you, in what I have said and done, and in what I have failed to do. I ask God, and each of you, to forgive me and help me live in friendship and love.

Leader:  May our loving God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to eternal life.    All:  Amen.

Leader:  Let us now praise God together:

All: Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth. Loving God, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for all that you are. We praise you for Jesus and for the great example he gives us about how to live our lives as human beings. Amen.
OPENING PRAYER 
Leader:  Let us pray our opening prayer together.
All: Loving God, you have given us new life by the life and death of Jesus. As we celebrate the resurrection, increase our awareness of these blessings. We make our prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.

THE FIRST READING    Acts 4, 32-35

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for his own use anything that he had, as everything they owned was held in common.

The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power, and they were all given great respect.

None of their members was ever in want, as all those who owned land or houses would sell them, and bring the money from them, to present it to the apostles; it was then distributed to any members who might be in need.

This is the word of the Lord.    All: Thanks be to God.

THE   PSALM    (From Psalm 118)
Reader: Let us respond together to the Word of God.

Let the people of Israel say: “God’s love has no end.” Let the people of Aaron say, “God’s love has no end.”  Let all those who fear the Lord say, “God’s love has no end.”

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; God’s right hand raised me up. I shall not die, I shall live and recount his deeds. I was punished by the Lord, but not doomed to die.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This day was made by the Lord, we rejoice and are glad.

THE GOSPEL    John 20:19-31

A Reading from the Gospel of John.

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 'Peace be with you.

'As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.'

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

'Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.'


Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, 'We have seen the Lord', he answered, 'Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.' Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. 'Peace be with you' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My Lord and my God!' Jesus said to him:

'You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.'


There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    All: Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION   (After the Reflection has been read, there could be a brief time for private reflection on the readings. There might then be a time for sharing one’s private thoughts on the readings.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION.

Leader: Challenged by Jesus’ call to be good disciples, we turn to the Father, as we try to be ever more faithful to our mission.

Reader: 1. We pray for ourselves that we, as a community of God’s people, may be a sign

of God’s loving presence in our world. Lord, hear us!   Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

2. We pray that the suffering, the sick, the housebound, may all feel themselves important members of the community. Lord, hear us.

3. We pray that troubled areas of the world, shattered by hatred, violence, and war will awaken in this Easter season to the peace and love of God. Lord, hear us.

4. We pray for the needs of all people who depend on the land for their livelihood, that their work may be sufficiently rewarded.  Lord, hear us.

5. We pray for our own needs, and for the needs of our families and friends. (Pause a while.)  Lord, hear us.
Leader: Gracious and loving God, empower us to be the community you want us to be, and your  Spirit inspires us to be. Amen.

(If there is to be a Communion Service, then it begins here. The prayers are on a separate sheet. If there is no Holy Communion then the Lord’s Prayer is said here)

Minister: And so, today, we are joined with all Christian people in the world, and we pray to you as brothers and sisters:

All:  Our Father, you are in heaven, but you are also here among us. May your name be praised. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who hurt us. Keep us free from temptation, and deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

Leader: Let us now give to those around us a sign of peace.

(After the Communion Service, if there has been one ,there might be a time for some private prayer, after which the Leader brings the service to a close.)

CLOSING PRAYER  

Leader: Let us pray together.
All: Loving God, may the Easter sacraments we have received  live for ever in our minds and hearts.  We make our prayer through Jesus, and through all who have been open to the presence of the living God. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Leader:  May the Lord be with you.   All: And also with you.
Leader: May our loving God bless us.     All:  Amen.
Leader: Let us now go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. All:  Thanks be to God.


DISCIPLESHIP


Today’s Gospel, as on most days, treats of Jesus being with his disciples. In the first reading, it speaks of the whole group of believers being united, heart and soul. All of these were disciples.


What does it mean to be a disciple? A disciple is a follower, a learner. Jesus’ disciples, for example, were people who followed him, who learned from him.


But Jesus himself was also a disciple, a disciple of Mary and Joseph. He learned from them; what they taught him made a difference. He was probably a disciple of others as well. But above all he was a disciple of God. Jesus had to follow the path along which God led him. Jesus had constantly to learn from the God he followed.  He had no special assistance in doing this; all the helps he had available to him, we have as well. Jesus teaches each one of us how to be a disciple of God!


If we follow the path along which Jesus leads us we will need to be conscious of the presence of God in our lives, and we will know what it means in very practical ways to be loved by God. We will be in touch with the wisdom of God as it is presented to us by our parents, our teachers, our children, or by anyone else who does the things of God. We will allow ourselves to be challenged to make greater efforts to become better people. We will be in touch with our God in prayer; we will become more and more familiar with the God who is revealed to us in the Scriptures. Those are the ways by which Jesus learned to become a disciple of God. Those are also the ways Jesus would have us go in our discipleship as well.


Jesus leads us to God. If we stop at following Jesus alone then we have missed the core of Jesus’ life and teaching.
A   SUNDAY   LITURGY
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