Leader: Let us pray for all of us and for our families.

Loving God, your Spirit guides your people and makes them holy. Listen to our prayers and help each one of us in our own vocations to do your work more faithfully. Amen.

Leader: Let us pray for the unity of all Christian peoples.

Loving God, look kindly on all who follow Jesus. We are all consecrated to you, and to one another, by our common baptism; make us one in the fullness of faith, and keep us one in the fellowship of love. Amen.

Leader: Let us pray for all who do not believe in God.

Loving God, you created men and women so that all might long to find you and rejoice in your presence and love. Help us, so that others might recognise in the lives of Christian people  the signs of your love and mercy, and come to know you.  Amen.

Leader: Let us pray for all peoples with special needs.

Loving God, you give strength to the weary, and new courage to those who have lost heart. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.  Amen.

Part 3.. VENERATION OF THE CROSS: The leader will hold the cross on high and declare: THIS IS THE WOOD OF THE CROSS, ON WHICH HUNG THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD.
Everyone replies: Come let us worship.

(There is then a moment's silent prayer, and if anyone wishes they may come to kiss the wood of the cross.)

(The Veneration of the Cross should be followed by a brief time for reflection. Then we move towards the Conclusion)

THE LORDS PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray together the words put on the lips of Jesus.
Our Father, you are in heaven, but you are also here among us. May your name be praised. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who hurt us. Keep us free from temptation, and deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

Then, all together: 

Loving God, you have restored us to life by the triumphant life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Continue this healing work within us. May we who share in this mystery never cease to give you dedicated service.  Amen.

Send down your abundant blessing, Lord, upon us, your people, who have devoutly recalled the death of Jesus in the sure hope of the resurrection. Grant us pardon; bring us comfort. May our faith grow stronger and our eternal salvation be assured. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who even in death, is for us the way, truth and life. Amen.

(With those prayers the ceremony quietly comes to an end.)
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CELEBRATION OF

THE  LORD’S  PASSION

THE PASSION OF THE LORD 


(In our celebration of Good Friday, we witness the way in which Jesus accepts all that happens to him as a result of the great choice he made in life, the choice always to keep God at the centre of his life, of his very being. If we choose for ourselves to follow Jesus in our lives, then there will be inconvenience and even suffering entailed in living that choice. 


Today it is not so important for us to be witnesses of Jesus' suffering, even empathetic witnesses. On the one hand we are asked to accept whatever cross might come into our lives; on the other hand we are asked to see all the ways in which Christ is being crucified in the world today, and do something about them.)

THE CEREMONY

Part 1. We begin by simply kneeling for a brief moment of silent prayer.

Leader: Let us pray together.

 All: Loving God, when Jesus entered into his passion and death he gave us an example of the courage it sometimes takes to live according to your truth. Help us to face the trials of our everyday lives with the same courage. We ask you to watch over us always and be our strength. We make our prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.

(Sit)

PART 2: THE READINGS      Isaiah 52:13-53:12

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah.

See, my servant will prosper, he shall be lifted up, exalted, rise to great heights.

As the crowds were appalled on seeing him, so disfigured did he look that he seemed no longer human.  Without majesty (we saw him), no looks to attract our eyes; a thing despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrow and familiar with suffering, a man to make people screen their faces; he was despised and we took no account of him. And yet ours were the sufferings he bore, ours the sorrows he carried. But we, we thought of him as someone punished, struck by God, and brought low.

Yet he was pierced through for our faults, crushed for our sins. On him lies a punishment that brings us peace, and through his wounds we are healed. We had all gone astray like sheep, each taking his own way, and the Lord burdened him with the sins of all of us. Harshly dealt with, he bore it humbly, he never opened his mouth, like a lamb that is led to the slaughter house, like a sheep that is dumb before its shearers never opening its mouth. By force and by law he was taken; for our faults struck down in death. 

The Lord has been pleased to crush him with suffering. If he offers his life in atonement, he shall see his heirs, he shall have a long life and through him what the Lord wishes will be done.

His soul's anguish over he shall see the light and be content. By his sufferings shall my servant justify many, taking their faults on himself.

This is the word of the Lord.                      All: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Most of us, at some time, have cried out to God for help, as Jesus did. Let us pray then as Jesus must have prayed. 

 All: In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In your justice set me free. Into your hands I commend my spirit. It is you who will redeem me, Lord.

In the face of all my foes I am a reproach, an object of scorn to my neighbours, and of fear to my friends. Those who see me in the street run far away from me. I am like a dead man, forgotten in men's hearts, like a thing thrown away. But as for me, I trust in you, Lord. I say: "You are my God." My life is in your hands, deliver me from the hands of those who hate me. Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your love. Be strong, let your heart take courage, all who hope in the lord. Father, I put my life in your hands.

THE PASSION. (All sit) From the Gospel of John:

In the end Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.

   They then took charge of Jesus, and carrying his own cross he went out of the city to the place of the skull, or as it was called in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified him with two others, one on either side with Jesus in the middle. Pilate wrote out a notice and had it fixed to the cross; it ran: Jesus the Nazarene, king of the Jews. This notice was read by many of the Jews, because the place where Jesus was crucified was not far from the city.  The chief priests said to Pilate, “You should not write 'king of the Jews`, but' This man said: I am king of the Jews.`

 Pilate answered, What I have written, I have written.

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. Seeing his mother and the disciple he loved standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, “Woman, this is your son.”

Then, to the disciple he said, “This is your mother.” And from that moment the disciple made a place for her in his home.

After this Jesus knew that everything had been completed, and to fulfil the scripture perfectly he said: “I am thirsty.”

A jar of vinegar stood there, so putting a sponge soaked in vinegar on a hyssop stick they held it up to his mouth. After Jesus had taken the vinegar he said, “It is accomplished.” And bowing his head, he gave up the spirit.
REFLECTION
INTERCESSIONS  (The Leader will introduce each prayer, then everyone will join in saying the prayers together.)

Leader: Let us pray for all God’s people.

 Loving God, you have shown your glory to all peoples in the human person of Jesus. Guide the work of your people today. Help us all to persevere in faith, to proclaim your name, and bring your salvation to people everywhere. Amen.

Leader: For us pray for all our leaders.

Loving God, you guide all things by your word. You govern all Christian people. In your love protect all our leaders in church and in state. Under their leadership deepen our faith and make us better people and a better nation. Amen.

