THE FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31, 31-34

A Reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

See, the days are coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah, but not a covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine. It is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel when those days arrive. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, “Learn to know the Lord!” No, they will all know me, the least no less than the greatest - it is the Lord who speaks - since I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin to mind.

This is the word of the Lord.   All: Thanks be to God.

THE   PSALM   (From Psalm 51)

READER: Let us respond in prayer to God's word:  

All: Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion blot out my offence. O wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. 

A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of your holy spirit.

Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of fervour sustain me, that I may teach transgressors your ways  and sinners may return to you.

THE GOSPEL   John 12, 20-30

A Reading from the Gospel of John.

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, 'Sir, we should like to see Jesus.' Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus.

Jesus replied to them: 'Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life. If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. Father, glorify your name!'

A voice came from heaven, 'I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.'

People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, 'It was an angel speaking to him.' Jesus answered, 'It was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours.

'Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this world is to be overthrown.

And when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all peoples to myself.' By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   All: Thanks be to God.

THE REFLECTION  (After the Reflection, we could do some private thinking about all we have heard, and then maybe share some reflections of our own.)
OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH
Leader: God heard the prayer of Jesus because he submitted so humbly to his Father; we too express our dependence on God through our profession of Faith. Do you believe that God entered into a new relationship with us through the life and death of Jesus?

All: We do!

Leader: Do you believe that God’s new covenant, written by God in our hearts and sealed with the Holy Spirit, that God intends us to live by the prompting of this Spirit in every moment of our lives?

All: We do!

Leader: Do you believe that disciples must follow in the footsteps of their Master, being guided by his teaching alone, and having the courage to take risks in living our Christian life? All: We do!

Leader: May the Father bless you with an awareness of his presence;  May the Son walk with you on your way; may the Holy Spirit inspire you with his love.  Amen.

INTERCESSIONS       
Leader: Jesus always turned to God in his hour of need. Let us now turn to God in our time of need.

Reader: 1. We  pray now that the God of life and of mercy may give to us and to our world the strength to rise above violence and suffering.          Response:
Lord, deliver us from the power of evil.

2. We pray that the peoples of the world may rise above their bitterness and tragedies to a new life of harmony and peace. Lord, hear us!
3. We pray that in our world we may rise above the greed and injustices that cause poverty and famine. Lord, hear us!
4. Make us instruments of your peace, Lord: where there is sadness let us bring joy, where there is darkness, light. Lord, hear us!
5. We pray for married people that their love may grow more and more unselfish. Lord, hear us!
All: We pray, Lord, from the hopes of our heart: we hope for a better world where understanding and justice replace bitterness and injustice; we hope for love in our families and communities; we hope too for an end to war and hunger; we pray that even in the midst of evil we may never lose our hopes and dreams. May those hopes and dreams for our world become more like yours. We make our prayer through Jesus the Lord. Amen

(If there is to be a Communion Service, then it begins here. The prayers are on a separate sheet. If there is no Holy Communion then the Lord’s Prayer is said here)

Minister: And so, today, we are joined with all Christian people in the world, and we pray to you as brothers and sisters:

All:  Our Father, you are in heaven, but you are also here among us. May your name be praised. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who hurt us. Keep us free from temptation, and deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

Leader: Let us now give to those around us a sign of peace.

(After the Communion Service, if there has been one, and a brief time for private prayer, the Leader brings the service to a close.)
CLOSING PRAYER  

Leader: Let us pray together.

All: Loving God, by our celebration today may we always remain one with Jesus, whose body and blood we make real for our world today.  We make our prayer in Jesus’ name and in the name of all those who give themselves to the service of others. Amen.

THE  CLOSING RITE

Leader:  May the Lord be with you.   All: And also with you.

Leader: May our loving God bless us today with the gift of gentleness.  All:  Amen.


THE    LITURGY

(Next Sunday is Palm Sunday so our time of Lent is almost over. We have thought about many things during this time, but it is especially important to remember the dignity with which God has endowed us, a dignity that was so evident in the human person of Jesus. All that Jesus was on this earth we too can be. That is the fundamental Christian calling – to be all that Jesus was.)

THE GREETING
Leader: Good morning everyone. May the grace and peace of our God be with us as we gather in God’s name.
All:  Glory and praise to our God.
PENITENTIAL RITE
Leader: During this Lent we have been thinking about our human dignity and how difficult it is to live as the best possible human beings. Let us reflect for a moment on our failings. (Pause a while.) Now let us sincerely ask God’s pardon. 
All:  I confess to God, and to you, my friends,  that I have failed to love God, and you, in what I have said and done, and in what I have failed to do. I ask God, and each of you, to forgive me and help me live in friendship and love.

Leader:  May our loving God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to eternal life.         All:  Amen.

OPENING PRAYER 

Leader:   Let us pray our opening prayer together.
All: Loving God, the love of Jesus led him to accept the suffering of the cross. Change our selfishness into self-giving. Help us to embrace the world you have given us, that we may transform the darkness of its pain into the life and joy of Easter.  We make our prayer through Jesus who knew very well the cost of being human. Amen.

A   SUNDAY   LITURGY
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