THE    LITURGY

THE GREETING
Leader:  Good morning, everyone. May our God’s grace and peace be with you.

All:  And also with you.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Leader: Today we begin our final week of the Lenten observance with Palm Sunday. The crowd welcomes Jesus to Jerusalem, but later in the week they are put under pressure by their leaders and call out for Jesus’ death. We want to make sure that our following of Jesus never fails, and that we will live as God wants us to, no matter what outside pressure might try to sway us from God’s truth. So let us now express our sorrow for all our faults:

All:  I confess to God, and to you, my friends,  that I have failed to love God, and you, in what I have said and done, and in what I have failed to do. I ask God, and each of you, to forgive me and help me live in friendship and love.

Leader:  May our loving God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to eternal life.            All:  Amen.

OPENING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray our opening prayer together.
All: Loving God, you have given to us Jesus, the ideal human being, as a model of humility. Help us to bear witness to you by following his example of living and dying, and so make us worthy to share in his resurrection. We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE FIRST READING   Isaiah 50:4-7

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord Yahweh has given me a disciples tongue.

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech.

Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple.

The Lord Yahweh has opened my ear.

For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away.

I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle.

The Lord Yahweh comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.

This is the word of the Lord.   All:   Thanks be to God.

THE   PSALM   (Psalm 22)

Reader: Let us respond in prayer to God's word:  (All together):

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? All who see me scoff at me, they mock me: “He relied on the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, if he loves him.”

Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers close in on me; they have pierced my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones.

They divide my garments among them, and for my vesture they cast lots. But you, O Lord, be close to me; O my help, hasten to aid me.

THE GOSPEL     Mark: 11, 1-10

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark.

When they were approaching Jerusalem, in sight of Bethany, close by the Mount of Olives, Jesus saw two of his disciples and said to them, “Go off to the village facing you, and as soon as you enter it you will find a tethered colt that no one has yet ridden. Untie it and bring it here.” They went off and found a colt tethered near a door in the open street. As they untied it, some men standing there said, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” They gave the answer Jesus had told them, and the men let them go. Then they took the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on its back, and he sat on it.. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, others greenery which they had cut in the fields. And those who went in front and those who followed were all shouting, “Hosanna! Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heavens!”

This is he Gospel of the Lord.    All: Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION   (After the Reflection is read, there could be a time for some private reflection on the Readings, after which some might like to share their thoughts.)

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Leader:  Sometimes, like these people in Jerusalem, we can sing God’s praises, and yet find it difficult to follow faithfully. Let us pray to our God who is always kind and merciful, and always accepting of us.

Reader: 1.We pray for God’s people everywhere, and especially for all  of us here in this parish, that  we will be open to the presence of God among us, and faithful in following where God might lead us. Lord, hear us!  Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

2. We pray  for all our young people, and for all who have responsibilities towards our young people, that wisdom might guide them in all they do. Lord, hear us!

3. We pray for all those countries and peoples who do not enjoy peace at this time, that they might show justice towards one another, and past hurts might be healed and reconciled.  Lord, hear us!

4. We pray for wisdom for the peoples of our own country, that they might be able to distinguish between human rights and selfishness. Lord, hear us.  

5. We pray for all the elderly and sick people in the parish, and for all who care for the sick. Lord, hear us.

Leader:   Loving God, we are often slow to walk with Jesus into the Jerusalems of our lives. Strengthen us in our desire to do better. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

(If there is to be a Communion Service, then it begins here. The prayers are on a separate sheet. If there is no Holy Communion then the Lord’s Prayer is said here)

Minister: And so, today, we are joined with all Christian people in the world, and we pray to you as brothers and sisters:

All:  Our Father, you are in heaven, but you are also here among us. May your name be praised. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who hurt us. Keep us free from temptation, and deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

Leader: Let us now give to those around us a sign of peace.

(After the Communion Service, if there has been one, there could be a brief time of private prayer, after which  the Leader brings the service to a close.)
CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader:   Let us pray together.

All: Loving God, you satisfy our hunger with your Word, and in the communion we celebrate. We ask that we might live our lives, and carry out our responsibilities, with the same courage that Jesus showed as he faced his future. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

THE  CLOSING RITE

Leader:  May the Lord be with you.   All: And also with you.

Leader: May our loving God bless us as we walk into whatever the future might hold for us.  All:  Amen.

Leader: Let us now go in peace, to love and serve our God. All:  Thanks be to God.
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PALM SUNDAY

We are now entering what is called HOLY WEEK.  The Gospel of today is the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. On Thursday we remember the Last Supper; on Friday we commemorate the Passion and Death of Jesus, and on Saturday evening Jesus’ Resurrection.


We must take care though to let our reflections go beyond what Jesus suffered. Our primary consideration must be to see all the ways in which Christ is suffering and being crucified in our world today. Like Jesus, we must be concerned with the building up of God's Kingdom, but while Christ is being crucified, there can be no resurrection, no kingdom.


In the face of the Christ who is crucified, we can be like Pilate and wash our hands of the problem, we can be like the silent onlookers, we can be like the disciples who can't face the crucified Christ and make themselves scarce, or we can be like those who stood with Jesus and be identified with the crucified. We can make a choice about where we want to stand.
A   SUNDAY   LITURGY





PALM SUNDAY





April 1, 2012




















