REFLECTION         SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER   YEAR  B

So many people, and young people in particular, are searching these days for what is called ‘spirituality’. It is difficult to know what they mean by that, but it seems to include a search for meaning in their lives; they want something beyond the merely material things in life. They seem to find what they are looking for in many ways – in World Youth days, in churches where they find joy and happiness, where they experience vitality and enthusiasm. They are, I think, seeking to find God’s Word made flesh. They want to feel that God is real in this world of ours.

The story of Thomas and his confession of faith is an important one for us today. The rest of the apostles had a vivid awareness of the presence of Jesus among them, and they were reminded of Jesus’ willingness to forgive and to heal. They were somewhat euphoric at this experience and boasted to Thomas of their experience. But Thomas, a real pragmatist, said he could only be expected to believe in the presence of the living God if he could see and touch the wounds of the crucified one. He saw, he touched and he believed.


Like most of the apostles, we too can talk a lot about our religious experience; we can feel on a high after Mass and Communion or after some other spiritual happening. But the Gospel calls us to more than that; we have to make flesh the spirit of Jesus. This means that, like Thomas, we have to see the wounds of the crucified as the first step in making people whole. That is what Jesus himself did throughout his life: he saw those afflicted by all kinds of things – by inequality, by isolation from the community, by bereavement – he touched their wounds, and so he could bring healing to their bodies and spirits.


In recent times, we have seen the physical and sexual abuse of women, the sufferings of children, the starvation of millions of people all over the world,  racial tensions, the exploitation of so many, the results of poverty and deprivation, even in our own country. Then, of course, we seem always to have problems with drugs and alcohol and aids. So many people are being crucified in our world every day. Do we really see or touch their wounds? If we did, then maybe we would stretch out our hands to touch them and bring them healing.


That so many evils exist among us compels us to ask an important question, “What is the matter with our society today that we have to cope with such evils?”  We may not be able to do much in society at large, but maybe we can do something if we really want to, in our families, sporting clubs, or wherever. But we certainly can do something about ourselves to make us the kind of people God calls us to be. We are being called to Resurrection today!!!

