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During this Holy Week, we have been following Jesus throughout the last week of his life on earth, beginning with his entry into Jerusalem, moving to his Passion and Death, and finally to the Resurrection.


During this week many people will feel much sympathy for, and even empathy with, the Jesus who is rejected, physically tortured, reviled, condemned, suffered a great inner agony in Gethsemane, and finally totally degraded in his crucifixion. It is good that people feel this way, but could it be that we might not miss the point of it all?


The Gospel stories are about Jesus, yes, but they are also about us, about human life, about saving the world in our time, making our world a better place for the future. 

It is too easy if we are just moved by the story of Jesus, and not challenged by the facts of the story.  For example, we need to ask ourselves where we stand in the story. Are we like the priests, the Scribes and Pharisees who reject Jesus because he is a challenge to them? Are we like  Pilate who washes his hands in the face of what he saw to be an injustice? Are we like the apostles who get away from the scene as soon as they can because they are afraid? Are we like the crowd who cheer for Jesus at the beginning of the week and cry out for his death at the week’s end? Are we like Judas? Are we like the two Marys and John who are able to stay in their grief at the foot of the cross? We need to ask these questions honestly of ourselves, and answer them.


About fifteen years ago, I went on a study tour of Nicaragua, not long after their revolution, while they were trying against great difficulties, to be a free nation, no longer enslaved by dictators and others who were trying to subvert all that had been won in the revolution. I visited one of the churches in suburban Managua, and was surprised to see on the walls of the church some very special Stations of the Cross, painted, to my surprise, by Australian artists. These Stations were the story of the passion and death of the Nicaraguan people and the triumph of their liberation. There was one final painting that pointed out that the triumph, the Resurrection, had not yet been fully won, but had still to come to full fruition.


The Nicaraguan people had won their fight for freedom, but were still plagued  by their Pilates, their chief priests and Scribes and Pharisees, by their Judases too, but in spite of the odds against them they were fighting for their freedom and dignity.


Our celebration of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus must take us beyond the sufferings and resurrection of Jesus to the Christs who are being crucified today by political structures, by social structures and by church structures. There are so many suffering poor people in our world who are kept that way because we don’t want to think about it, or we will not let ourselves be challenged by their poverty. There are refugees, people of different religions, innocent people killed by uncaring governments, drug and alcohol addicts, homosexual people, single parents trying to bring up their children, so many starving, homeless and unloved children, domestic violence all around us. There are so many human beings today who are being crucified.

Where do we stand in relation to all these people. It is easy for us to be like Pilate and wash our hands in the face of all that goes on. “It’s not our fault; we can’t do much!” We can be like the priests and other power people who are so ready to condemn the faults we see in others, we can be like the fickle crowd who finish up sitting on the fence, safely ensconced in our own little worlds, not even seeing what goes on in this world of ours. The alternative to all these, of course, is to stand at the foot of their crosses, be with them in their pain, take them down from their crosses and bring them to peace. If this is the alternative we choose, then we are contributing a great deal to their resurrection, to their coming to an understanding of their real human dignity, to helping them to become true world citizens, to building a better future for the whole human race. Enabling the Kingdom of God!

