REFLECTION   FIFTH SUNDAY  IN  LENT   (Year B)


Do you remember the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments being engraved on stone tablets? Well, like all things carved on stone, they became monuments to the past, people learned them by heart, could quote them, but they didn’t really mean much anymore. They became just meaningless laws to be obeyed. In today’s reading, the covenant that God wants to live with his people is one that is implanted deep in peoples’ hearts, where people do things out of love.


Jesus was an example of a human being, in whose heart God’s covenant was implanted. Apart from living that covenant himself, throughout his earthly life Jesus urged all who would listen to repent, to turn away from old, stale ways and allow God to transform and restore them. We all know that this kind of change can cost us a lot, because we are imperfect creatures, handicapped by fear and self-will. The suffering David in the psalm longed for cleansing and the joy of being cleansed; in his humanity he experienced suffering like us, loving God but yet often bogged down by consciousness of his sin. It is the predicament of all human beings. 


Yet to be discouraged by our own imperfections is to reckon without God’s gracious gift to us in Jesus who is our model and guide.  Jesus experienced human suffering and imperfections just as we do, but he always trusted in God’s love, thus showing us the perfect way.


The Gospel expands on this. Many among the excited crowd who surrounded him welcomed Jesus as the revolutionary leader who would rid them of their oppressors. John describes the Greeks request as an opportunity for him to make his stand: but Jesus would not give in to their expectations of him, and said that it is time for him, not to lead the Jews against the Romans, but to draw all men to himself. He is trying to point out the truly human way of living in times of danger and adversity. He must be worried about what his enemies will do to him, yet he seems to be quite tranquil, because he has accepted whatever might happen to him.


The proverb of the grain of wheat, which must die before it can yield its harvest, is a lovely expression of God’s promise of transformation, but it also reminds us of the cost involved. We are hardly likely to suffer martyrdom or the ignominy that Jesus suffered, but in our ordinary daily lives the cost of accepting God’s promise is often discomfort, embarrassment, unpopularity, even risking hostility. It is in our readiness to suffer these things that we receive our treasure.
