REFLECTION      PALM SUNDAY    (Year B)


We are entering today what we call Holy Week, and we begin by accompanying Jesus into Jerusalem. He is met with a very warm welcome from the ordinary people. He comes to them riding on a donkey, a very humble way of coming to the city of Jerusalem. There is no pride in him in riding the donkey, no sense of triumph. But the Word of God can only come to human beings in humility.


Our task during this week is to accompany Jesus through his passion and death to his resurrection. We need to see where we stand in relation to Jesus, whether we are as fickle as this crowd, celebrating Jesus one day and crying out for his death the next; can we be easily manipulated, as this crowd was, to follow the dictates of those who have power. Are we like Pilate, or the priests and leaders of the people, or like the apostles, most of whom go into hiding when there is any sense of danger.


None of this is really important in itself. What is important for us is to see  the Christ who is being crucified in our world today, with the aboriginal people, for example, with refugees who come to our shores, with the poor and marginalised people in our own society, for there are many people, many sections of our society who are being crucified today.  There are so many victims of violence, all over the world.


When we are able to see the Christ being crucified today in people, we need to see where we stand with regard to them. We can be like Pilate, washing our hands of all that goes on in the world, and has gone on in the past. We can be like the fickle crowd, and politicians, who so easily change their minds and allegiances under pressure from the power groups. Or we can be the crowd who look on the injustice of the world and are silent in the face of it. Maybe we just do not want to know! Maybe we are like the chief priests and Pharisees, the peer groups, the bullies, the wealthy, who have great power, and are willing to exercise it to achieve their ends. We can be like the apostles and disciples who fade into the crowd when the going gets tough. Hopefully, we can be like the three people at the foot of the cross, who can freely be with the poor and the suffering in their pain; maybe we will even feel moved to do something about it!!!


It is very easy for us to be like the crowd on Palm Sunday, singing the praises of God, being comfortable with going to Mass and saying our prayers; and yet completely ignore, or be apathetic towards, or wash our hands of, all the injustices we see in the world around us.

