REFLECTION   SEVENTH ORDINARY SUNDAY  (Year B)


The prophets are always people to be admired for their courage even more than for their message.  They dared to speak what they thought was the word of God, even though they knew that very few people, if any, would listen to them. Prophets are always a challenge to us. When we speak, are our words what God would have us say? Are our words and our way of life an example to others, even a challenge to others? It is so easy to speak the language of those around us, to join in what they are doing, to accept their values, to be popular with them, to be one of them than it is to challenge them.


Jesus didn’t do that! Jesus was a challenge to all other people, even the ones in power. He was a constant threat to their power over ordinary people. He was a threat to some of those who were present in today’s Gospel story. The scribes and others taught that only God can forgive sin. While that is fundamentally true, Jesus is also saying that to be truly human, as well as being truly Christian, then forgiveness has to be a part of our very nature. As does the healing of the various hurts that people suffer. 


To be a person of forgiveness and healing demands of each of us that we have a kind of double vision. Jesus could easily see the paralysed man in front of him, but he could also see the pain and hurt in the very heart of the paralysed man, and it was that inner pain that Jesus healed. Too often we can see external things, but it is a rare thing for us to actually feel the very real pain that others live with.


To be like Jesus is the very real challenge of every part of the Gospels; to be as compassionate and forgiving to everyone, as Jesus was, is the challenge today.

